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Three Ethiopian Queens 
Queen Fura 
According to legend1, Queen Fura was a famous queen of Sidama (presently in the Ethiopian 
region of Southern Nations, Nationalities, Peoples Regional State) who taught Sidama women to 
assert their rights. Queen Fura was very wise, and Sidama women invoke her teachings to this 
day. She told women to not completely submit to men, and to not be completely obedient. She 
also told Sidama women to not be open with men and to keep them guessing. She also told 
women to cover their bodies and to take care of their appearances.  

Unfortunately, Queen Fura was inconsiderate to men. She gave them all sorts of impossible 
commands such as, “Go to the river and bring me back water in a sieve.” Another one of her 
commands was to make big tubs out of very thin grass, or to pull out one of her long hairs and 
tell them to divide it into six. According to the legend, the Queen particularly disliked bald men 
and short men, and had hundreds of them killed. The one man short man who survived did so by 
wearing high heels and the bald man by wearing a wig. 

The men of Sidama wanted to get rid of Queen Fura but as there was no precedent for killing 
women and a queen at that, they struggled to find a clever way to commit the murder. Then one 
of the men came up with a plan to catch a giraffe. So, they chased all the giraffes in the area to a 
marshy swamp and they managed to catch one when it got bogged down in the marsh. They 
called the queen and said, “You’re a great queen. You shouldn’t ride a normal animal. You 
should ride the tall, elegant giraffe.” Because the giraffe was in the bog and had sunk down, the 
queen could easily mount her. Then they strapped the queen on to the giraffe’s back, chased the 
giraffe out of the marsh and the giraffe ran and ran and ran. The queen began falling with parts of 
her body spread out in different parts of Sidama land. Therefore, that is why in Sidama town, 
there are towns with the names of Oun, head, Godubore, intestines, Leka, leg, Anga, denoting 
where the body parts of Queen Fura fell.  

  

 

 

 

	
1	http://www.ethiopianfolktales.com/	
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Queen Yodit 

Yodit meaning ‘beautiful’ in Geez was an Ethiopian Queen of 10th century AD (about 970). 
Yodit who is known for her destruction of the Axumite Empire bringing to an end the 
domination of the Solomonic Dynasty. Yodit’s name is also often followed by ‘Gudit’ ‘The 
Scandalous One’, and as she burned most of the monasteries of the Axumite Empire, she is also 
attributed the name ‘Esat’ meaning fire. In the Arabic narratives of the time, she was known by 
the same – ‘Hwyia’, meaning fire. 2 

Yodit’s family originated from the Christianity-resisting Hebrew communities of the Nile 
provinces of Damot. Some historians place her as belonging to the Agew ethnic group, and she 
was the first Queen of the Zagwe Dynasty which interrupted the dominance of the thousand-year 
old Solomonic Dynasty.  

According to Ethiopian legend, Yodit was loved by a young deacon serving the Church of Zion 
where the Ark of God resides. She demanded her young lover to bring her from the church a 
piece of cover of the Tabot (sarcophagi) where the Ark resides, as proof of his love. Her lover 
did not wait to bring her the piece of the holy cloth with which she made shoes. Yodit exposed 
herself in public with her new holy gift, thus blaspheming the sacred church and the holy artifact. 
Yodit was arrested and after both her breasts were cut off, she was sold as a slave via Yemen and 
then onto Damascus. There she was sold to a general who fall in love with her. Her new husband 
was a prince known as Zeno. Aiming to revenge herself on the Axum Church authorities who 
had humiliated her, Yodit came back to Ethiopia with her husband and waged a war against 
Axum. At first, she hid herself in the monastery of DebreBizen in Eritrea where to this day, and 
in acknowledgement of her attack, women are not allowed to enter.  

Yodit attacked Axum as the head of an army and following her success, she established 
Hebrewism as the state religion of Sheba and reigned over Ethiopia for four decades. She 
established a new dynasty that ruled Ethiopia for three centuries, until the Solomonic dynasty 
was restored. Yodit was a key figure in the expansion of the Ethiopian border beyond the farthest 
reach of the Axumite Empire. During her reign, the Ethiopian Empire spread West and South 
into the provinces of what were then Gojjam and Begemidir.  

 

	
2	http://solarey.net/queen-gudit-ethiopia-africa/	
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Akko Manoyye 
Akko Manoyye was one of the queens who ruled the Guji Oromos of Western Ethiopia. 
According to the legend of this queen which is also told amongst other branches of the Oromo 
nationality including the Borana, Arsi and the Bale, the rule of Akko Manoyyee was very good 
to women. 3 

During the rule of Akko Manoyye, it is said that husbands performed every task, including 
caring for children, and women made every decision. Akko Manoyyee tested men severely and 
often gave them very difficult tasks. One day she ordered her people to bring a bag full of fleas, 
an order they were unable to carry out and, therefore, they consulted a wise poor man called 
Hiyyo Kulle. He told them to collect a bag full of donkeys’ dung and spill it on the ground. They 
did it accordingly and the dung was filled with mosquitoes. The queen thought the mosquitoes 
were fleas and made another difficult directive, which was building a house up in the air. Hiyyo 
Kulle told them to dig a deep hole, cover it with animal skin, and erect a seat on it for her. When 
Akkoo Manoyyee sat on the chair, she went down the hole, during which she uttered a message 
to women: ‘Sobi soba dhuubuli!!’ which means ‘Pretend to respect male authority.’ Following 
her death, according to the legend, a man called Durii Dulloo became king.  

 

 
 
 
 
	

	
3 https://www.opride.com/2014/10/14/wayyuu-siinqee-and-gora-among-the-arsi-and-guji-
oromo/#xxri=3 


